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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9, 13, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fitzpatrick. 

Fitzpatrick discloses a helmet system for the protection of a wearer (Figs. 1-8), 
comprising a protective head covering (Figs. 1-6, 8), comprising an outer shell adapted 
to cover a substantial portion of the wearer's head (Figs. 1-6, 8), a transparent face 
shield connected to the outer shell (Figs.4, 6, 8), a cushioning element inside of the 
outer shell (5' of Fig. 6), at least one compressed breathable supply air canister (1 1 of 
Fig.4, also see "pressurized air from. ..supply 11" in lines 28-29 of col.4) fluidicly coupled 
to the protective head covering (Figs.4-6, 8), at least one safety risk factor sensor (see 
"sensor" in line 7 of abstract), an air release element (36 of Fig.4, also see "36... admit 
pressurized air" in lines 27-28 of col.4) fluidicily coupled to the at least one compressed 
breathable supply air canister (Figs.4-6, 8) and responsive to the safety risk factor 
sensor (see "sensor... information is passed. ..to the control system 12" in lines 62, 66, 
67 of col. 3; also see "electrical signals are supplied via cables 35 to. ..valves 36" in lines 
25-27 of col.4), at least one pressurized air exfiltration element substantially fixed 
relative to the protective head covering (see "may similarly be signaled to vent... air" in 
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lines 32-33 of col .4, also see Figs.4-6, 8), wherein the at least one compressed 
breathable supply air canister comprises a cartridge (1 1 of Fig.4), wherein the at least 
one compressed breathable supply air canister comprises a tack located externally to 
the outer shell (1 1 of Fig.4), wherein the compressed breathable supply air canister is 
fluidicly coupled to a location within the protective head covering by an air transport 
element (Figs.4-6, 8), wherein the air transport element comprises a detachment 
element (Figs.4-6, 8), wherein the air release element comprises at least one manually 
operable element (see "may have... manually operable" in line 56 of col.1), wherein the 
air release element comprises at least one electrically activatable element (see 
"electrical signals are supplied via cables 35 to electrically actuated... valves 36" in lines 
25-27 of col.4), wherein the air release element comprises at least one mechanically 
activatable element (see "may have... manually operable" in line 56 of col.1), wherein 
the at least one pressurized air exfiltration element comprises at least one hole in the 
outer shell (Figs.4-6, 8). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5, 8, 10-12, 14-15, 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 1 8-32 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Mazzei, Sorrentino, Piszkin, Briggs, Yamamoto, Nava and Dawson et al are cited 
to show helmets. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fadi H. Dahbour whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5479. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9am-5:30pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry A. Bennett, can be reached on (703) 308-0101 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or pr6ceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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